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Juvenile Life without Parole Myths & Facts

Myth: Juvenile life without parole is reserved for the worst offenders.
Fact: More than 40% of youth sentenced to life without parole wdiest time offenderd Many cases also involve
“felony murder,” meaning that the person convicted
Life without Parole is imposed on teens as young as 14.

Myth: “Life” doesn’t really mean life.
Fact : I n Massachusett s, “Life without Parol e” means
among the toughest in the United States and has been rejected by every other country in the world.

Myth: “Adult crime, adult time.”
Fact: Juveniles sentenced to life in prison will serve twice as long as the average adult serving the same sentence.

Myth: Judges only use this sentence in extreme situations.

Fact: Massachusetts hasandatory sentencing of life without parole for youth as young as 14. The judge and jury
have no discretion. As a result, 59 people are currently serving life without parole for a crime committed as a
juvenile. Most other states in the Northeast, including New York do not have anyone serving this sentence. It will

cost taxpayers more than $130 million to incarcerate these 59 people.

Myth: Tough sentences deter crime.
Fact:The part of the brain that regulates impulse control and emotional response (the prefrontal cortex) develops
until the mid twenties. As a result, teens cannot weigh short term risks and long term consequences in the same
way that adults do, and research shows that imposing adult sentences on juvedides notdeter youth crime.

Myth: Once a criminal, always a criminal.
Fact: Youth are uniquely capable of rehabilitation and change because they are still cognitively developing. The
vast majority of youth mature out of atrisk behaviors as they grow upeven those who have committed serious
of fenses. The Supreme Court has recognized that bec

Everyone agrees that teens must be held accountable for their actions, but sentencing
practices should also take into account teenagers’ unique capacity for change and growth.
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The Youth Fair Sentencing Act - 1.1346/9.612

Senator Chandler & Representative Malia
The Youth Fair Sentencing Act ensures that teens sentenced to life in prison have the opportunity to have
their sentence reviewed to determine whether their continued incarceration is necessary or appropriate.

What will it cost?
SNot@idg dn faatfit coull sevé e  wiffit h o

money.

It currently costs Massachusetts
$2.5 millioneach year to
incarcerate those who have been

sentenced to life without parole for

crimes committed when they were
under 18; this amount will increase
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require expensive geriatric care.

Even if a few are safely returned to
society, millions can be saved!
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A growing number of local, state, and national organizations are calling for an
end to life without parole sentences for juveniles, including:

Ameri can Civil Liberties Uni on (ACLU) . Ameri can P
I nternational, USA « Boy Scouts of America <« Center f
Massachusetts (CLCM) e Children’'s Defense Fund =« Cit
Public Counsel Services (CPCS) . Counci l of Juvenil
Coll aborative Human Rights Watch Lawyers Commit"
Institute ¢ Massachusetts Association of Criminal Def
Appointed Attorneys (MACAA) - Massachusetts Bar Asso
Advocate ¢« Massachusetts Psychological Association =
to Children (MSPCC) < NAACP ¢« NAACP Legal Defense and
Wor ker s, MA ( NASW) , Nati onal PTA, Parent/ Professiona
Services of Mass. . Project RI GHT, Il nc. e« ROCA, Il nc.
Wanderers (the Home) e The Real Cost of Prisons Proj

United Methodist Church, General Board of Church and Society
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